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Introduction

� Following is an analysis on bills introduced by the Executive branch in Argentina’s 
National Congress. 

� The period analyzed begins 1998 and continues throughout May 31st 2007 

� The process every bill has to go through in both Chambers and the Executive branch is 
as follows:

� The Executive branch can introduce bills in both Chambers without distinction, except for 
specific issues like co-participation. These must be introduced by the National Senate 
(article 75 section 2 of the National Constitution) because it’s members represent the 
provinces. Bills related to contribution, taxes and troop recruitment (article 52 of 
Argentina’s National Constitution) must be introduced by the Chamber of Deputies, 
because their members represent the people’s nation.

� Source: Elaboration based on Manuals on the Legislative http://directoriolegislativo.org/publicaciones.php

Introduction, discussion
and approval of the bill by 
the first Chamber (Cámara

de Origen)

Discussion and approval of
the bill by the Second

Chamber (Cámara Revisora)

The bill is sent to the
Executive branch of

Government to be promulgated
and published in the Official

Bulletin (Boletín Oficial)



Bills introduced by the Executive branch in 
Chamber of Deputies according to issues –

in percentages *

Source: Source: DirectorioDirectorio LegislativoLegislativo. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Informat. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Information at the National Congression at the National Congress
•• ConsultConsult slidesslides ““ConclusionsConclusions”” (n(nºº 12) and 12) and ““GlossaryGlossary”” (n(nºº 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 
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19 9 8

19 9 9

2 0 0 0

2 0 0 1

2 0 0 2

2 0 0 3

2 0 0 4

2 0 0 5

2 0 0 6

2 0 0 7

Health and Social Assistance Commercial
Co-participation Defense and Internal Security
Education, Science and Culture Energy and Public infraestructure
Taxes Investment - Economy
Justice and Constitutional matters Labour and Social Security
General Legislation Criminal matters
Budget Natural Resources and Enviroment
NEB´s relations w ith other actors Foreign Affairs

Totals

6

20

21

28

32

52

39

33

54

39

Bills introduced
in 2007 go up 
to May 31st of

that year. 



Bills introduced by the Executive branch in 
Chamber of Deputies according to issues – in 

percentages *

Education, Science 
and Culture; 4,32

Energy and Public 
Infraestructure; 3,09

Justice and 
Constitutional 
matters; 17,9

Labour and Social 
Security; 6,48

General Legislation; 
4,01

Criminal matters; 
9,57

Natural resources 
and Enviroment; 0,62

Foreign Affairs; 1,85 NEB´s relations with 
other actors; 2,47

Defense and Internal 
Security; 14,51

Health and Social 
Assistance; 3,09

Economic matters; 
32,1

1998-2007
The “Economic 

matters”
category 

includes the 
following 
issues: 

Commercial, 
Taxes, 

Investment and 
Economy and 

Budget.

Bills introduced in 2007 
go up to May 31st of that 

year.  

Source: Source: DirectorioDirectorio LegislativoLegislativo. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Informat. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Information at the National Congression at the National Congress
•• ConsultConsult slidesslides ““ConclusionsConclusions”” (n(nºº 12) and 12) and ““GlossaryGlossary”” (n(nºº 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 



Bills introduced by the Executive branch in 
the National Senate according to issues *
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19 9 8

19 9 9

2 0 0 0

2 0 0 1

2 0 0 2

2 0 0 3

2 0 0 4

2 0 0 5

2 0 0 6

2 0 0 7

Health and Social Assistance Commercial
Co-participation Defense and Internal Security
Education, Science and Culture Energy and Public infraestructure
Taxes Investment - Economy
Justice and Constitutional matters Labour and Social Security
General Legislation Criminal matters
Budget Natural Resources and Enviroment
NEB´s relations w ith other actors Foreign Affairs

Totals

14

62

34

49

44

45

48

58

68

86

What are the bills on
Foreign Affairs about?

Give Constitutional status 
and approval to agreements

protocols and treaties. 

Bills introduced in 2007 go up to May 31st of that year. 

Source: Source: DirectorioDirectorio LegislativoLegislativo. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Informat. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Information at the National Congression at the National Congress
•• ConsultConsult slidesslides ““ConclusionsConclusions”” (n(nºº 12) and 12) and ““GlossaryGlossary”” (n(nºº 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 



Bills introduced by the Executive branch in 
the National Senate related to Foreign Affairs

- 1998-2007 – in percentages

By Region

5,48

15,56

0,86

20,46

12,39

34,58

10,66

MERCOSUR
America
Asia
Africa
Europe
Australian continent
International

The “international” category 
includes all the agreements 

signed with international 
organizations: IMF, UN, 
WHO, UNESCO, etc. 

The “America” category 
includes all the countries of 
the hemisphere as well as 

Inter-American agreements.

Source: Source: DirectorioDirectorio LegislativoLegislativo. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Informat. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Information at the National Congression at the National Congress
•• ConsultConsult slidesslides ““ConclusionsConclusions”” (n(nºº 12) and 12) and ““GlossaryGlossary”” (n(nºº 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 



Bills introduced by the Executive branch in 
the Senate related to Foreign Affairs - 1998-

2007 – in percentages

Issues refered to by the agreements, treaties 
and protocols Aerial services; 

2,88

Infraestructure; 
0,29

Security ; 4,32

Cooperation; 
2,31

Tax 
Preferences; 

3,46

Copyright; 1,15

Criminal ; 8,07

Cinema; 1,15
Vegetal and 

Animal Sanity - 
Agro-Industry; 

6,34

Enviroment; 
2,59

Private Law; 
0,29

Migration ; 5,48

Labour and 
Social Security; 

2,59

Human Rights; 
4,32

Sports; 1,15

Costums / 
Borders  4,9

Natural 
Resources; 

2,02

Science and 
Technology ; 

4,32

Turism; 0,86

Chemical 
Products; 0,29

Drugs and 
narcotics; 2,88 Assistance on 

civil, 
administrative 

and commercial 
law.; 1,15

Investment ; 
5,76

Institutional; 
2,59

Energy; 3,46

Telecomunicati
ons; 2,88

Education and 
Culture ; 11,24

The “institutional”
category makes 
reference to the 

agreements 
signed for 

MERCOSUR´s 
constitution and 

development

Source: Source: DirectorioDirectorio LegislativoLegislativo. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Informat. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Information at the National Congression at the National Congress
•• ConsultConsult slidesslides ““ConclusionsConclusions”” (n(nºº 12) and 12) and ““GlossaryGlossary”” (n(nºº 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 



Bills introduced by the Executive branch
according to issues - 1998 to 2007 – in 

percentages *
 

Issues on the bills introduced in both 
Chambers of Argentina´s National 

Congress  

Health and Social Assistance 1,56% 

Commercial 1,68% 

Co-participation 0,84% 

Defense and Internal Security 7,57% 
Education, Science and 

Culture 2,40% 
Energy and Public 

Infraestructure 2,04% 

Taxes 6,37% 

Investment - Economy 5,41% 
Justice and Constitucional 

matters 12,74% 

Labour and Social Security 4,69% 

General Legislation 1,80% 

Criminal matters 5,17% 

Budget 2,16% 
Natural Resources and 

Enviroment 0,96% 
NEB´s relations with other 

actors 1,92% 

Foreign Affairs 42,67% 

TOTAL 100,00% 
 

From March 1st 1998 until
May 31st 2007, bills

introduced by the
Executive in both

Chambers are mostly
related to these issues: 

1) Foreign Affairs

2) Justice and 
Constitutional matters

3) Defense and Internal
Security

4) Taxes

5) Investment and 
Economy

Source: Source: DirectorioDirectorio LegislativoLegislativo. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Informat. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Information at the National Congression at the National Congress
•• ConsultConsult slidesslides ““ConclusionsConclusions”” (n(nºº 12) and 12) and ““GlossaryGlossary”” (n(nºº 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 



Bills introduced by the Executive branch
according to issues - 1998 to 2007 – in 

percentages * 

Justice and Constitutional 
matters; 12,74

Investment - Economy; 5,41

Foreign Affairs; 42,67

General Legislation; 1,8

Labour and Social 
Assistance; 4,69

Criminal matters; 5,17

Defense and Internal 
Security; 7,57

Taxes; 6,37

Energy and Public 
Infraestructure; 2,04

Education, Science and 
Culture; 2,4

Health and Social 
Assistance; 1,56

Commercial; 1,68 Co-participation; 0,84

NEB´s relations with other 
actors; 1,92

Natural Resources and 
Enviroment; 0,96 Budget; 2,16

In both Chambers

Bills 
introduced in 
2007 go up to 
May 31st of 
that year.  

Source: Source: DirectorioDirectorio LegislativoLegislativo. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Informat. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Information at the National Congression at the National Congress
•• ConsultConsult slidesslides ““ConclusionsConclusions”” (n(nºº 12) and 12) and ““GlossaryGlossary”” (n(nºº 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 



 National Senate  Chambero f Deputies  Total 

Health and Social 
Assistance 23,08% 76,92% 100% 

Commercial 50,00% 50,00% 100% 

Co-participation 100,00% 0,00% 100% 
Defense and Internal 

Security 25,40% 74,60% 100% 
Education, Science and 

Culture 30,00% 70,00% 100% 
Energy and Public 

Infraestructure 41,18% 58,82% 100% 

Taxes 0,00% 100,00% 100% 

Investment - Economy 40,00% 60,00% 100% 
Justice and Constitucional 

matters 45,28% 54,72% 100% 
Labour and Social 

Security 46,15% 53,85% 100% 

General Legislation 13,33% 86,67% 100% 

Criminal matters 27,91% 72,09% 100% 

Budget 5,56% 94,44% 100% 
Natural Resources and 

Enviroment 75,00% 25,00% 100% 
NEB´s relations with other 

actors 62,50% 37,50% 100% 

Foreign Affairs 97,75% 2,25% 100% 
 

Bills 
introduced in 
2007 go up to 
May 31st of 
that year.  

Bills introduced by the Executive branch
according to issues - 1998 to 2007 – in 

percentages * 

Source: Source: DirectorioDirectorio LegislativoLegislativo. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Informat. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Information at the National Congression at the National Congress
•• ConsultConsult slidesslides ““ConclusionsConclusions”” (n(nºº 12) and 12) and ““GlossaryGlossary”” (n(nºº 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 



 National Senate  Chamber of Deputies  

Health and Social 
Assistance 

0,59 3,08 

Commercial 
1,38 2,16 

Co-participation 
1,38 0 

Defense and Internal 
Security 

3,15 14,50 

Education, Science and 
Culture 

1,18 4,32 

Energy and Public 
Infraestructure 

1,38 3,08 

Taxes 
0 16,35 

Investment - Economy 
3,54 8,33 

Justice and Constitucional 
matters 

9,45 17,90 

Labour and Social 
Security 

3,54 6,48 

General Legislation 
0,39 4,01 

Criminal matters 
2,36 9,56 

Budget 
0,20 5,24 

Natural Resources and 
Enviroment 

1,18 0,62 

NEB´s relations with other 
actors 

1,97 1,85 

Foreign Affairs 
68,31 2,47 

TOTAL 100% 100% 
 

Bills introduced by the Executive branch
according to issues - 1998 to 2007 – in 

percentages * 

Bills 
introduced in 
2007 go up to 
May 31st of 
that year.  

Source: Source: DirectorioDirectorio LegislativoLegislativo. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Informat. Based on data provided by the office of Parliamentary Information at the National Congression at the National Congress
•• ConsultConsult slidesslides ““ConclusionsConclusions”” (n(nºº 12) and 12) and ““GlossaryGlossary”” (n(nºº 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 13) for criteria on grouping issues and legislation. 



Conclusions

� Bills introduced by National’s Executive branch in the Chamber of Deputies are related to a variety of subjects. Meanwhile, in 
the Senate, 58,3% -547 bills- introduced by NEB are related to Foreign Affairs. 

� 42,67% - 353 – of the bills introduced by NEB in both Chambers during these ten years are related to Foreign Affairs (give 
constitutional status and approval of agreements with other countries, treaties, protocols, etc. ). Also, all the bills introduced by 
NEB related to Foreign Affairs since 2001 were introduced through the National Senate. Most of the agreements, treaties and 
protocols are about: Education and Culture (11,24%), Science and Technology (8,65%), Criminal matters (8,07%), and 
protection and promotion of investments (5,76%). 

� Bills related to economic issues are the one’s most introduced in the Chamber of Deputies by NEB (32,10%) – 134 bills. 

� Bills related to Justice and Constitutional matters are the second i ssue most introduced in both Chambers by NEB –
103 bills –during the last ten years. National Executive branch introduced nearly the same amount of bills in both Chambers 
(54,72% in Chamber of Deputies  and 45,28 in National Senate). 

� The third issue most introduced by NEB is Defense and I nternal Security (62 bills). Most of these bills are about the 
entrance of foreign troops to national territory for practice activities, exit of national troops for international peace missions and 
entrance and exit of troops for combined excecercises. 

� The only bill introduced by NEB in National Senate related to the national budget was in 2006, to modify the article 37 of Law n. 
24.156 of Financial Administration and Control System of the Public Sector, that allows the Chief of the Cabinet (Jefe de 
Gabinete) to re-define budget’s items that s/he considers necessary without modifying the total budget. The bill was approved 
as the number 26.124 that does not modify the budget itself but the way it is executed (that is why it could be introduced by the 
National Senate). 

� The issues mostly introduced by NEB in the chamber of Deputies are: Health and Social Assistance, Defense and Internal 
Security, Education, Science and Culture, Taxes, Investment and Economy, General Legislation, Criminal matters and Budget. 
The issues that are mostly introduced through the National Senate are: co-participation, Natural Resources, Relations with other 
actors (provinces, city councils, churches, NGOs, etc.) and Foreign Affairs. Issues introduced by NEB in the same proportion in 
both Chambers are: Commercial, Energy and Public Infrastructure, Justice and Constitutional matters and Labor and Social 
Security.  

� The categories that were used in this report were elaborated by the Directorio Legislativo´s staff. In no                                     
way can they be considered as the only way to group the different issues upon which the bills work on. 



Glossary*

� This report was done taking into consideration each bill and the Committee to which it was referred to since it’s introduction in the 
“Entries” office (Dirección Mesa de Entradas). While analyzing the bills introduced by the Executive branch, certain issues were grouped. 
Such is the case of “Natural Resources and Environment ” that includes the bills related to fishing, mining industry and tourism because 
these activities are a consecuense of the natural resources exploitation. On the other hand, the “General Legislation ” category includes 
bills related to consumer rights, digital signature, transportation, etc. The “Justice and Constitutional matters ” category includes the bills 
related to Courts creations, civil rights, electoral legislation and all the matters that affect the constitutional principles. And finally, the 
“NEB´s relations with other actors ” mostly refers to the transference of real estate from the national field to other provinces, city 
councils, non governmental organizations and churches, etc.  

� Legislative period: begins in March 1st and finishes in February 28th of the following year. It does not coincide completely with the 
calendar year.

� Chamber: The place where either the full House or Senate meets. It is usually used to mean the Chamber of Deputies or the Senate itself.

� Bill: Any proposed legislation from the time of its conception to the time it is passed into law.

� First Chamber: Where the bill is originated. In Argentina introduced legislation have to go through the same process in both chambers 
regardless which one introduced it.

� Second Chamber: Where the bill is passed on to after its first reading.

� Bills introduced: Those bills sent to “Entries” Office (Dirección Mesa de Entradas) of either Chamber where they are anaylized and sent to 
a committee according to the issue it works upon. 

� Bills approved: Those that recieve the approval of both Chambers. The bills approved must be promulgated by the Executive Branch in 10 
days at the most and published in the Official Bulletin (Boletín Oficial).

� Cabinet´s Chief: This position was created by the National Constitution of 1994. It has the responsibility of coordinating the different 
ministries areas and to assist the President in the administration of the national resources.  

� NEB: National Executive Branch

� ChD: Chamber of Deputies

� NS: National Senate

Source: Elaboration based on Manuals on the Legislative http://directoriolegislativo.org/publicaciones.php


