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Introduction

� Following is an analysis on resignations and incorporations of Argentina’s national 
legislators. Besides the exchanges detailed in this report, each Chamber regularly 
renews it’s members every two years, after every election. 

� The period analyzed begins 1996 and continues throughout May 31st 2007

� Argentina’s National Congress has two Chambers that work the following way: 

Source: Elaboration based on Manuals on the Legislative http://directoriolegislativo.org/publicaciones.php

 Chamber of Deputies Senate 
Number of members 257 deputies 72 senators 

Term 4 years 6 years since 2001 
Chambeŕ s renovation 50% every two years 33% every two years 

Election system Direct Direct since 2001, 
before by Local 

Legislature 
Representation Represent the people 

of the nation (before 
members of provincial 

legislatures)  

Represent 
Argentina´s 

provinces and the 
City of Buenos Aires 

 



Resignations and incorporations of members
of Argentina’s National Congress

Source: Directorio Legislativo. Based on data provided by the Steering Committee of the Chamber of Deputies (Comisión de Labor Parlamentaria)  and the
Senate’s oficial web site 
* For reasons for leaving seats see slides nº5 and nº6

Number of legislators that leave their seat*
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Percentage of exchanges according to 

each Chamber 

 Chamber of 
Deputies  National Senate  

1996 1,17% 4,17% 

1997 0,39% 2,78% 

1998 0,39% 1,39% 

1999 7,78% 8,33% 

2000 4,67% 2,78% 

2001 7,39% 2,78% 

2002 5,06% 4,17% 

2003 5,84% 5,56% 

2004 1,95% 1,39% 

2005 3,11% 1,39% 

2006 4,28% 0,00% 

2007 2,33% 2,78% 
 

The percentage of exchange is calculated in relation to the total members of each Chamber: 257 deputies and 72 senators



Resignations and incorporations 
by province – 1996-2007*

 Chamber of Deputies  
Buenos Aires 33 

CABA 22 

Chaco 1 

Chubut 4 

Córdoba 10 

Corrientes 3 

Entre Ríos 3 

Formosa 2 

Jujuy 2 

La Pampa 1 

La Rioja 1 

Mendoza 3 

Misiones 1 

Neuquén 5 

Río Negro - 

Salta 1 

San Juan 2 

San Luis 3 

Santa Cruz 3 

Santa Fe 5 

Santiago del Estero 4 

Tierra del Fuego - 
Tucumán 5 

 National Senate  
Buenos Aires 2 

CABA 2 

Chaco 1 

Chubut  

Córdoba 1 

Corrientes 1 

Entre Ríos 1 

Formosa - 

Jujuy 1 

La Pampa 1 

La Rioja - 

Mendoza 1 

Misiones - 

Neuquén - 

Río Negro 1 

Salta - 

San Juan - 

San Luis 5 

Santa Cruz 2 

Santa Fe 3 

Santiago del Estero 3 

Tierra del Fuego 2 

Tucumán 1 

In the Senate the
number of members
representing each

district is always the
same: 3. In the case of

the Chamber of
Deputies number of

members depends on
it’s total population. 

Nevertheless, there is 
a minimum of 

members for each 
district : 5 deputies. 

For example: the 
province of Buenos 

Aires has 70 deputies 
and San Luis only 5.  

Source: Directorio Legislativo. Based on data provided by the Steering Committee of the Chamber of Deputies (Comisión de Labor                         
Parlamentaria)  and the Senate’s oficial web site.  * For reasons for leaving seats see slides nº5 and nº6



Why deputies resign or do not take office
1996-2007– in percentages

Chamber of Deputies
National senator; 12,28

Province´s governor or 
vicegovernor; 2,63 Death; 15,79

Rejection of his/her 
record; 0,88

City major; 7,02

Buenos Aires city major; 
0,88

Local legislator; 2,63 Position in the NEB; 
29,82

Excluded and/or 
suspended; 0,88 Ambassador; 2,63

Position in the Judicial 
branch of the province 
s/he represents; 0,88

Change of term; 2,63 Electoral campaign; 3,51

Post in the Executive 
distric s/he represents; 

10,53

Never takes office 
because s/he already has 

another position; 3,51

Never takes power 
because in the same 

elections s/he postulated 
her/himself for another 

position; 1,75

Ethical reasons; 1,75

To learn more on the
different reasons why
legislators leave their

seat in National
Congress go to slides
nº 8, nº 9 and nº 10.   

Source: Directorio Legislativo. Based on data provided by the Steering Committee of the Chamber of Deputies (Comisión de Labor Parlamentaria)  and the
Senate’s oficial web site 



National Senate

Buenos Aires city major; 
3,57

Governor or Vice 
governor; 32,14

Never takes offices due 
to problems with the 

Electoral Justice; 7,14

Ethical reasons; 10,71

Rejection of her/his 
records; 3,57

National Deputy; 7,14

Death; 14,29

Excluded and/or 
suspended; 3,57

Ambassador; 3,57

Postition  in the Executive 
of the province s/he 

represents ; 3,57

Position in NEB; 7,14

Position in the Supreme 
Court of Justice; 3,57

To learn more on the
different reasons why
legislators leave their
seat in Congress go
to slides nº 8, nº 9 

and nº 10.   

Why senators resign or do not take office 
1996-2007 – in percentages

Source: Directorio Legislativo. Based on data provided by the Steering Committee of the Chamber of Deputies (Comisión de Labor Parlamentaria)  and the
Senate’s oficial web site 



Conclusions

Legislative –Execute Relations

� The times when most legislators leave their seat to take office in the Executive branch is when a new 
President assumes. That is the case of 1999 when Fernando de la Rúa took office as President and 6 
national legislators left their seat to take part government. 

� In 2001, a very extraordinary year, another 3 legislators that were part of the Alianza emigrated to the 
Executive branch. Also, that same year, another 3 deputies of the parliamentary group Acción por la 
República became part of the Ministry of Economy when it’s founder, Domingo Cavallo was appointed 
minister. Altogether, during Fernando de la Rua’s administration, 14 deputies left the National Congress to 
assume different positions in the Executive branch.  

� In 2002, when Eduardo Duhalde takes office, there are also many legislators of the Partido Justicialista that 
resign to be a part of the new President’s government – 9 deputies -. 

� The percentage of resignations is larger in the National Senate when compared to its total members: in 1999, 
9 senators resigned and 8,33% of the Chamber’s composition changed. In the Lower house there are 257 
members.

� The main reason why legislators leave their seats between 1996 and 2007 in the Chamber of Deputies is 
to assume another position in the Executive branch (29,82% - 34 deputies). The next reason is death (15,79% 
- 18 deputies) and the third cause is to take office in the Higher house as senators (12,28% - 14 deputies). In 
fourth place, legislators leave their seat to assume other positions in the Executive branch of their local district 
(provinces) (10,53% -12 deputies).

� The main reason for resignations in the Senate is to be elected as governors or vice governors of the 

provinces – (32,14%-9 senators). The second reason is death (14,29%- 4 senators) and the third one is 
ethical reasons (10,71% - 3 senators). 



Glossary - Categories
� The categories used in this report under no circumstances can they be considered as the only possible criteria that 

can be used while analyzing the reasons for the resignations and incorporations of national legislators.  

� Shorter vs. longer terms : Due to the high percentage of resignations of the last years, candidates positioned in the 
last places of the electoral ballots got the chance to take office in the available seats. Some of these legislators were 
part of the ballots for both 2001-2005 and 2003-2007 terms, or for both 2003-2007 and 2005-2009 terms. Two 
deputies resigned to their seat which had shorter time left to end the mandate (Inés Pérez Suárez: City of BA – Eva 
Perón;  and Lilia Estrella Marina Cassese: Bs. As. – PJ) to immediately after take office of the term which had a longer 
time left. The third case was Elsa Siria Quiroz (Bs. As. – ARI) who did the contrary: she resigned to the seat with a 
longer time left to end the mandate in order to assume in the shorter one.  

� Electoral campaigns . Only a few legislators resign to their seat to work on their campaign to access new positions. 
Most legislators keep their seat and dedicate themselves to the campaign.

� Position in the Executive branch of their local dis trict : Each legislator is related to his or her district’s local politics. 
That is why, in many occassions, they are offered to work in the local Executive branch. 

� Position in the National Executive branch : When a new President takes office, s/he generally chooses his/her 
future members of cabinet from among legislators. 

� Position in the Supreme Court of Justice : Resignations to assume as a member of the Supreme Court of Justice. 

� Position in the Judicial branch of government in a province : Resignations to take office in the judicial branch of 
government of the district s/he represents. 

� National Deputy and/or National Senator : Some deputies are chosen to be senators in the following elections and 
resign in the middle of their term as deputy to assume as senators. In that case, the substitute deputy takes office so 
the district is fully represented. That also happens the other way round when senators resign to take office as 
deputies. 



Glossary - Categories

� Ambassador : Resignations to take office as ambassador of Argentina before another country. 

� Excluded and/or suspended and/or rejection of his/h er records : According to Argentina’s National Constitution 
“Each Chamber is the judge of the elections, rights and tittles of it’s members in relation to it’s validity” (art. 64). It 
also establishes that “Every Chamber will approve it’s own rules of procedure and can with two thirds of it’s 
members, correct any of them for misbehavior in the exercise of his/her functions, or remove him/her for physical or 
moral inability previous to it’s taking office and even exclude him/her from the Chamber” (art. 66). In 2002 deputy 
Hilda Norma Ancarani de Godoy (PJ – Buenos Aires) was expulsed from the Chamber of Deputies for misbehavior. 
She tried to resign before being expelled but the Chamber wouldn’t accept her resignation in order to set an 
exemplary position. In 2005 senator Raúl Ernesto Ochoa (PJ – San Luis) was suspended because he was 
condemned by San Luis’ local justice for voting twice in the national elections that took place October 2001.  

� Death

� Governor or Vice governor : Many senators are elected governor of their districts and therefore resign to their seat. 

� City major : Many deputies are elected as city majors of their districts during their mandates and therefore resign to 
their seat. 

� Local legislator : Local legislators take office a few days before the terms of national legislators end (December 
10th of every odd year). When national legislators are elected as local legislators they have to resign a few fays 
before their mandate has finished. This may appear as a resignation to the post, but in reality it is not. 



Glossary - Categories*

� Ethical reasons : Some legislators allege “moral tiredness” and a “conviction that the way out of the actual 
economic, social and institutional crisis in Argentina will require of a profound renovation of the political class, 
businessmen and trade unions” to resign to their seat. 

� Never takes office because in the same elections s/ he was a candidate for various positions : The possibility 
of being a candidate for different positions in different levels of government exists. That is the case of Carlos Daniel 
Parola (Santa Fe), who was elected city major of San Guillermo (central west of Santa Fe) and also national deputy 
for the province of Santa Fe. He finally chose to take office as city major and the subsequent deputy of the list took 
office of the seat. 

� Never takes office because s/he has another positio n: In some cases, as candidates of the ballot lists they are 
already working in another position in the National Executive branch of government. Even if they are elected 
legislators, they choose not to leave their current position in the Executive branch. 

� Never takes office due to problems with the Elector al Justice : It has occured twice in these last twelve years. 
During two years the City of Buenos Aires had no third senator due to a judicial dispute for the seat between Alfredo 
Bravo and Gustavo Béliz. The last one won it but as he was Minister of Justice and Security at the moment, his 
substitute, María Laura Leguizamón took office. The second case was the one of the province of Corrientes with 
Raúl Romero Feris who couldn’t take office as senator because he had been condemned for a felony against the 
Province. This legal decission were being appealed. After five years in which Corrientes had only two 
representatives in the Senate, he resigned to his seat so that his substitute Isabel Josefa Viudes de Damonte could 
take office.  


